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The Muslim Forum of Utah Screens and Reviews "Munich", The New Movie By Steven Spielberg, by Abdul Malik Muhammad 12/22/05
"A thought-provoking, action packed look at the political, moral and historical ramifications of an aspect of terrorism from a side that is rarely seen or discussed, this is new territory for everyone" Abdul Malik-Muslim Forum of Utah

The story begins with the slaughter in Munich and how, immediately afterward, Avner (Eric Bana), a Mossad officer and devoted family man, is recruited by Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir (Lynn Cohen) to lead a covert team of "Mission Impossible"-like operatives to wreak revenge. The vigilantes include a South African getaway driver (Daniel Craig, a.k.a. the new James Bond), a Belgian toymaker-turned-bombmaker (Mathieu Jassovitz), a German forger (Hanns Zischler), a "clean up" man (Ciaran Hinds) and their liaison officer (Geoffrey Rush). 

The movie boiled down to one major encounter where the assassins end up in the same Hotel room as a couple of body guards for a man they want to assassinate. Avner has a heated exchange with one of the body guards who says " Soon the whole world will see why we act the way we do in our cages" I had an exchange with a relative of mine who made a comment one day about "Your crazy brothers who are suicide bombers in Palestine" I replied by saying "You have to wonder what would drive a person or a group of people to go to such lengths to make a point when the point still does not achieve the ultimate objective" In essence, what I had considered about five years ago was that there has to be some extreme conditions for a group of people to take the measures that we have witnessed on our Televisions. This is to provoke thought on both sides of the argument.

In Munich, the Israelis often question their brutal mission and the ambiguous motives of their informants. "All this blood comes back to us," one observes. And the grave conclusion that any all-out war on terrorism will, inevitably, continue the cycle of killing has already become controversial in the US with peoples protest of the War in Iraq. 

There is a Hadith(saying of Prophet Muhammad) where a person asks "Oh Rasullulah(Messenger of God) we understand how you help an oppressed person but how do you help an Oppressor. The Prophet said "By preventing them(Oppressor) from their oppression." It is to say that it is axiomatic for the Oppressor to suffer from the act of their oppression. I am writing in this mode because there is no grey area on the issue of Palestine. People look at the situation as an Arab and Israeli argument over land where the Israeli government is obviously more powerful in terms of Security Guard and one of the top five Armies in the World. One is looked at as an Oppressor, the other as Suicide Bombers/Terrorists. Rather you are for Jews or Arabs/Muslims. They have to share the land, their cultures but most of all they have share their humanity. This movie is relevant but both extremely incendiary and important. You decide.........
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